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lodine Production and Utilization
(Faculty of Science, Youso University; Institute of lodine Technology)
Taro Youso, Ichiro Youso, Hanako Murasaki

Today, iodine production in Japan covers 40% of that in the world, but production
activities in this field in Japan are not so active. 85% of iodine produced in Japan is
exported overseas as raw materials, and iodine related products are imported from
Europe and the United States as expensive chemicals. We have to focus on the
fundamental characteristics of iodine known over history, from a new perspective at
present, and seek development of new potentials of use.

Areas of Use: 1. High x-ray absorption capacity of iodine allows use as contrast
agents (radiopaques) in medical x-ray imaging. 2. Use of antimicrobial action of
iodine allows use for sterilization. 3. Use in chemicals for cure and prevention in
iodine deficiency disorders = IDD (iodine (iodides and iodates) can be mixed with
salts and feed). 4. Photographic photosensitive materials (Agl), herbicides, industrial
catalysts, stabilizing chemicals plastics, polarizing films for liquid crystal display and
also other industrial areas of use.



